God Governing GOVERNMENTS

By KC Ung
Intro.  Malaysia’s 12th General Elections on 9th March, 2008 resulted in a “tsunami overthrow” of 


five state governments to the Opposition and a reduced majority for the federal government. 


Is this People’s Power or Divine Direction and intervention?


For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.
Rom. 13:1b

What has the Bible to say about God Governing Governments?
A. In the Old Testament: God’s Government of Israel
1. Under Theocracy, God Sovereignly Chose Israel’s Rulers/Leaders.

Note: God’s Election of Israel was out of His Sovereign Love, with no merit on Israel’s part. Deut. 7:6-8a

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.  The LORD did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto your fathers.
God Sovereignly elected and Selected the following:
a. Abraham and family – I will make of thee a great nation.
Gen. 12:1-3



I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.
Gen. 17:6
b. Moses – The LORD God… of Abraham…of Isaac, and…of Jacob, hath sent me unto you. Ex. 3:10-15

c. Joshua – Have not I commanded thee? …thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.
Josh. 1:1-9

d. Judges – when the LORD raised them up judges, then the LORD was with the judge.
Jud. 2:16-18

2. In Monarchy, Solely God Chose the Kings for the nation.

Israel desired to be like other nations: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.
I Sam. 8:5-10ff

Israel Rejected God for the Rule of Kings. But God still had His Say in the Selection of their kings:


For they have not rejected thee [Samuel], but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them…
Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, 
and show them the manner of the king that shall reign over them.
a. Saul – The LORD sent me to anoint thee to be king over his people, over Israel:
I Sam. 15:1

b. David – And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he.
I Sam. 16:11-13

c. Solomon – Zadok…anointed Solomon…and all the people said, God save king Solomon.
I Kg. 1:39, 47

d. The Divided Monarchy of Israel and Judah – God over-ruled the kings of the two nations.
I & II Kings/Chr.

3. In Autocracy, God was Supremely in control of the nations’ kings.

Note: 
God allowed foreign Powers (some evil) to rule over His People for three reasons:

(1) To carry out His Programme for the ages.

(2) To Punish His people for their disobedience.

(3) Foreign Powers could only rule over His People during His Pre-determined Prophetic


Periods of time to fit in with His eternal Plan for the ages.
Cf. Jud. 2:19-23
In order to test Israel, whether or not they would take care to walk in the way of the LORD 
as their ancestors did, the LORD had left those nations, not driving them out at once…

Cf. II Chr. 36:17-21

Therefore He brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: He gave them all into his hand… all these he brought to Babylon…and they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath,
 to fulfil threescore and ten years.
· Thus, Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, was the Lord’s servant.
Jer. 25:9

(Jer. 25:9, NRSV) I am going to send for all the tribes of the north, says the LORD, even for King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon, My servant, and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants, 
and against all these nations around; I will utterly destroy them, and make them an object of horror
 and of hissing, and an everlasting disgrace.
(Jer 27:6-8, NRSV)  Now I have given all these lands into the hand of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, my servant, and I have given him even the wild animals of the field to serve him. All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson, until the time of his own land comes; then many nations and great kings shall make him their slave. But if any nation or kingdom will not serve this king, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, and put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, then I will punish that nation with the sword, with famine, and with pestilence, says the LORD, until I have completed its destruction by his hand.

· Thus, Cyrus, the king of Persia, was the Lord’s shepherd

That saith of Cyrus, he is My shepherd, and shall perform all My pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, 

Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.
Isa. 44:28

· Cyrus was also the Lord’s anointed – Thus saith the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus.
Isa. 45:1

Cf. The Attitude and Actions of God’s People serving under foreign Powers:

a. Joseph was Selected and Sent by God to Serve under Pharaoh.
Gen. 41:39-46a; 45:7-9
b. Judges were Raised by God to deliver Repentant Israel just as 


foreign Rulers were raised to suppress them when they Rebelled against God.
Jud. 2:11-23 (14, 16, 18, 23)

c. Daniel kept to his Stand never to forget God when Serving under Nebuchadnezzar.

i. He made his Stand clear from the Start.

Dan. 1:8

ii. His Spotless Service to the country was rewarded with high Status
Dan. 6:1-4

iii. He Stood firm when threatened in his Steadfastness to pray to God.
Dan. 6:7-10-28

d. Mordecai Saved the Jews under a Persian king.

Note: God is not mentioned in Esther, but His hand behind the scene could be detected.


Mordecai’s preservation resulting in the Jews’ preservation was due to the hand of God.
i. Mordecai Accepted Authority to serve under Ahasuerus.

Est. 8:7, 8, 15; 9:29

ii. His Reputation spread and He Rose in Rank.

Est. 9:4; 10:2, 3

B. In the New Testament – Autocratic Government under the Caesars.

1. Jesus under Roman Rule.

a. He was expected to lead a Revolt against Roman tyranny. He did not. Cf. Simon, the zealot. Lk. 6:15, NIV

Simon, one of the apostles, was called “the Zealot” Lk 6:15; Acts 1:13, (KJV “Zelotes”). 

From the time of the Maccabees there existed among the Jews a party who professed great zeal for the observance of the “law.” According to Josephus…they resorted to violence and assassination in their hatred of the foreigner. It is not improbable that the “Assassins” of Acts 21:38 [NRSV] were identical, or at least closely associated, with this body of “Zealots,” to which we must conclude that Simon had belonged before he became one of the Twelve. [ISBC]
b. He Separated God’s Kingdom from Man’s, and Stressed on obligations to each. 
Mt. 22:17-21; Lk. 20:25


Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.

2. Paul under Roman Rule.

a. He Exhorted believers to obey all laws including those under the tyrant, Nero in his time.
Rom. 13:1, 2-5-7
Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God:
 the powers that be are ordained of God. 
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: 
and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom;
 fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.
b. He Exercised himself to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men. Acts 24:16

c. He Employed his right as a Roman citizen and appealed to Caesar when he needed to.
Acts 25:11

For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.
3. Peter under Herod and Roman Rule.

a. Under Herod, he submitted himself to be Put in Prison, though Unjustified and Uncalled for. Acts 12:1-4

b. Under Nero, he exhorted the persecuted saints to Obey all Ordinances of higher authorities. I Pet. 2:13-16

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;

or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
C. In the Current Context – Democracy: Government of, by and for the people.

“Democracy is the government of the people, by the people, for the people.” – Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)
Note: It is a government concerning the people. Where is the direct role of God? 
Is God still saying: but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. (I Sam. 8:7b). 

God is now “pushed” to the back, but he is still Sovereign and Supreme.

There are no clear rules Prohibiting or Promoting the exercise of one’s civil rights in a democracy, but there are Guiding Principles which one can follow for Conscience sake  (Rom. 13:5), i.e. a Clear Conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men (Acts 24:16) and not Compromising one’s Basic Biblical Beliefs.

· Rom. 13:5: ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.
However, make sure that conscience is not seared (having their conscience seared with a hot iron, I Tim. 4:2b)

· Acts 24:16: Hence, do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men 
· I Tim. 3:9, NIV: They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a Clear [pure, KJV] Conscience. 
Thus, can a Christian when exercising his Civil Rights under a Democracy have a Clear Conscience void of offence toward God and toward men without having to Compromise in the following areas?

1. Can a Christian Exercise his Civil Rights to Participate in Politics


and be able also to Exercise his Conscience to be Clear (void of offence) 


toward God and toward men when he discharges his responsibilities…

a. As the Salt of the Earth (Mt. 5:13) to speak out on Corruption, Cronyism, Crime, etc?


b. As the Light of the World (Mt. 5:14, 16) to take a stand on Honesty, Integrity, Morality, Transparency, etc?

c. As part of an holy nation, a peculiar people ( I Pet. 2:9) to still Progress in his Personal spiritual development and ministry to show forth the praises of Him who hath called [him] out of darkness into His marvellous light?
2. And, when he is in Politics, without having to Compromise…

a. His Christian Principles in official inter-faith and -religious Pronouncements and activities?

How does his conscience feel when required to take part in non-christian religious practices? Cf. Daniel.

b. His Christian Practices in Party matters when he has to toe party line?

What is his stand when his conscience feels it is wrong when required to obey the party whip in certain issues?

c. His Christian Priorities in Personal matters when he has to serve the Public full time?

Consider these Guiding Principles in Politics as Portrayed by Daniel:
See #A.3c above.

i. Daniel made known his Stand for God and never compromised.
Dan. 1:8

ii. Daniel Served the country with an excellent Spirit.
Dan. 6:3

iii. Daniel Steeled himself to obey God rather than men when threatened.
Dan. 6:10; cf. Acts 5:29
3. Can a Christian vote with a Clear Conscience?
In Exercising his right to have his Voice heard, can he recognise in reality that his Vote is possibly Void…

a. In the face of the Sovereign God Governing all Governments? 
See #A & B above 

He cannot change God’s Sovereign Will. 

Cf. Rom. 13:1, 2 
Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God:
 the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.
b. In the face of his responsibility to Submit to the Government of the day?
i. Be it One that is Offensive to his faith, in which case… 

Rom. 13:5


Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.
· Either he “Fights” for the Faith to be obedient to God even unto death in Submission; (cf. I Tim. 6:12)

This may account for much of the sufferings and persecutions of Christians today.
Cf. Mt. 5:10-12

· Or he Flees, while witnessing to God’s Salvation on the way, to “Fight” another day.  Acts 8:1-4, etc.

And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.

And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.
ii. Be it One that is Overthrown and a new Government set up, it is still his duty to

Submit to the new Government of the day irrespective of its Stand.

Rom. 13:5-7

c. And accept the fact that he can perhaps (even as he votes) only Supplicate with the full range 
of Prayer (Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks) in all Pure conscience
for a Good Government without going against God’s Government in whatever form it may be?



Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;


For kings, and for all that are in authority;

I Tim. 2:1-4
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.

Mt. 5:44

Some Considerations regarding the Christian’s attitude after voting:
Three Positions are Possible:

The Essential Biblical Position: Accept the present government as from God no matter 
what happens, until it is quite clear that a de facto situation has made it untenable. 

He will then not cling blindly to status quo but will be ready to Acknowledge the new government.

i. An Extreme Position: Readily Teaming up with any movement to Topple an unjust government.

ii. The other End of the Position: Not accepting the inevitable Change but stubbornly Clinging on to the past.
iii. The Expedient Middle Position:  Grasp the Essential Biblical Position and be prayerfully Guided by it.
Conclusion: 
Be it a Good Government or a Godless Government, God is sovereignly in control 
and will work out His own Prophetic Programme for all the nations. 

Ultimately it will be God’s Government that will be established on the earth 
and all the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: 
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee. 
For the kingdom is the LORD'S: and He is the Governor among the nations. (Psa. 22:27, 28)
and His Son, the King of kings and the Lord of lords (Rev. 19:16)
will Rule over all the earth and the Prince of Peace will Reign (Isa. 9:6)
Reference:

Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible Vol. 2 by The Zondervan Corporation, Grand Rapids © 1975 – Government.







